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TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 187708 

ATTN: R. TUCKER SCULLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS, EFIS, XV 

SUB J : STATEMENT ON EXPLORATION FOR ANTARCTIC MINERALS BY 
BOB THOMPSON OF NEW ZEALAND 

FOLLOWING TRANSCRIPT OF NEW ZEALAND TV INTERVIEW WITH 
BOB THOMPSON OF NEW ZEALAND, JULY 3, RECEIVED BY POLAR 
AFFAIRS JULY 25. IN VIEW OF SEVERAL INTERESTING STATE- 
MENTS CREDITED TO THOMPSON, AND COMMENT OF NEW ZEALAND 
REPORTER, NOT CONTESTED BY THOMPSON, THAT QUOTE ANTARCTIC 
STUDIES ARE AT THE TURNING POINT NOW ... MOVING AWAY FROM 
PURE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH TO EXPLORATION TO ESTABLISH THE 
TYPE AND EXTENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES CLOSE QUOTE SUGGEST 
YOU MIGHT WISH TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH NEW ZEALAND DELEGA- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 187708 

TION. TRANSCRIPT TEXT FOLLOWS: 

INTRO: NEW ZEALAND HAS JOINED JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES 
IN THE FIRST EVER SEARCH FOR OIL IN ANTARCTICA'S MCMURDO 
SOUND. NEW ZEALAND HAS INITIATED AN OFF-SHORE SCIENTIFIC 
DRILLING PROGRAMME IN ANTARCTIC'S MCMURDO SOUND IN CO- 
OPERATION WITH JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES. THIS WAS RE- 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


VEALED TODAY BY THE HEAD OF THE DSIR'S ANTARCTIC DIVISION 
ON HIS RETURN FROM MEETINGS IN TOKYO AND WASHINGTON. IT'S 
BELIEVED TO BE THE FIRST OFF-SHORE EXPLORATION IN THE 
ANTARCTIC AREA AND IS EXPECTED TO BOOST HOPES OF A MAIOR 

OIL FIND AROUND THE FROZEN CONTINENT. 

REPORTER: NO ONE KNOWS THE EXTENT OF THE ANTARCTIC 
HIDDEN MINERAL RESOURCES BUT NEW ZEALAND HAS BEEN ENGAGED 
IN SUFFICIENT GEOLOGICAL RESEARCH THERE TO UNDERTAKE 
EXPLORATION AND STEP FURTHER. THE DRILLING RIG USED IN 
A DRY VALLEY PROJECT WILL BE MOVED TO AN OFF-SHORE ICE 
PLATFORM FOR NEXT YEAR'S JOINT RESEARCH PROJECT WITH 
JAPAN AND THE U.S. 

BOB THOMPSON: NEW ZEALAND TOOK THE INITIATIVE IN SUG- 
GESTING A PROGRAMME OF DRILLING INTO THE MCMURDO SOUND 
AND DRILLING THROUGH THE SEDIMENTS ... VERY THICK SEDI 
MENTS INTO A BED ROCK. AND THOSE SEDIMENTS PROVIDE A 
RECORD OF THE PAST 47 MILLION YEARS ...(ONE WORD INAUDIBLE 
BECAUSE REPORTER STARTS TO ASK QUESTION) ... HISTORY 
REALLY. 

REPORTER: HOW WILL THE U.S. AND JAPAN BE INVOLVED IN 
THIS PROGRAMME? 
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THOMPSON: WELL. WE'LL BE INVITING SPECIFIC SCIENTISTS... 
SPECIALISTS IN VARIOUS FIELDS AND THEY WILL ALSO PROVIDE 
A LOT OF MATERIAL THINGS... UNITED STATES. FOR INSTANCE. 

WILL PROVIDE THE VERY NECESSARY.. .THAT IS THE DRILL RIG 
ITSELF. JAPAN WILL BE PROVIDING A LOT OF THE LABORATORY 
TYPE EQUIPMENT. 

REPORTER: ANTARCTIC TREATY COUNTRIES ARE OBLIGED TO SHARE 
ALL SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE GATHERED IN THE AREA. BUT 
PRESSURE IS MOUNTING IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY FOR 
TERMS TO BE DRAWN UP FOR RESPONSIBLE EXPLOITATION OF THE 
CONTINENT'S MINERAL WEALTH. MR. THOMPSON SAYS THIS IS 
THE MOST CRUCIAL QUESTION FACING ANTARCTIC TREATY 
COUNTRIES AT THE MOMENT. BUT HE SAYS ANTARCTIC STUDIES 
ARE AT THE TURNING POINT NOW... MOVING AWAY FROM PURE 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH TO EXPLORATION TO ESTABLISH THE TYPE 
AND EXTENT OF MINERAL RESOURCES. 

THOMPSON: I DON'T THINK THERE WILL BE ON LAND ... CER- 
TAINLY THE MINERALS MAY BE THERE BUT THE EXPLOITATION ON 
MINERALS WOULD BE VERY, VERY DIFFICULT AND VERY EXPENSIVE 
BECAUSE OF THE GREAT COVER OF SNOW AND ICE. I THINK THE 
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GREATEST POTENTIAL MIGHT LIE IN THE OFF-SHORE AREAS. 

REPORTER: DO YOU SEE THAT AS BEING ANOTHER NORTH SEA 
OIL FIND AREA? 

THOMPSON: WELL, THERE ARE THOSE PEOPLE WHO WOULD SAY 

IT COULD EVEN BE GREATER BUT ONE DOESN'T KNOW. THERE 
HASN'T NOT YET BEEN ENOUGH WORK DONE TO REALLY SAY YES 
OR NO TO THAT QUESTION. END OF TEXT. 

DURATION: 2 MIN, 30 SEC. VANCE 
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